There is no official classification of bacteria, but there is an official nomenclature. The new starting date for bacteriological nomenclature is 1 January 1980, when the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names were published in the International Journal of Systematic Bacteriology (11) . Despite every care, there were errors in the text of the Approved Lists, and these errors were corrected in the amended edition of the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names (12) . Since 1980, on average, 200 new names or new combinations have been validly published every year, and in 1996 alone, more than 335 new names or nomenclatural changes were published. Also, it is sometimes difficult to swiftly find information, despite publication of the Index of the Bacterial and Yeast Nomenclatural Changes (7, 8) .
The List of Bacterial Names with Standing in Nomenclature includes, alphabetically and chronologically, the official names of bacteria as published or validated in the International Journal of Systematic Bacteriology. This list encompasses 5,569 taxa (as of 31 December 1996). The citations of names are in the correct format according to the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria ( 5 ) (Rule 34a, note 1, is not followed because citations would be too long and because basonyms are given) and may differ from the citations used by the original authors. The appearance of a name on this list simply means that the name has been validly published according to the rules of nomenclature and is therefore valid.
The International Committee on Systematic Bacteriology has adopted a policy that "no names will be added to or removed from the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names" (1 1). "For this reason the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names will remain an independent publication" (10) . However, to facilitate the search for information, the 2,336 names which appear on these lists are also included on the List of Bacterial Names with Standing in Nomenclature. (A total of 2,335 names were included in the body of the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names [ll] . However, the family name Enterobacteriaceae was inserted in a footnote on page 236, which indicated that the name was sub judice, referring to a proposal by Lapage [4] . In 1981, the Judicial Commission concluded that the family name Enterobacteriaceae Rahn 1937 is valid and should have been incorporated in the body of the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names [2] . A total of 2,337 names were included in the amended edition of The Approved Lists of Bacterial Names [ 121; however, the name Eikenella corrodens appeared twice.)
Effective 28 March 1997, the List of Bacterial Names with Standing in Nomenclature will be available through URL/:ftp: (ii) to specify that a taxon is a senior synonym of an another (iv) to propose a corrected spelling.
Example The category Candidatus is a new nomenclatural concept proposed by Murray and Schleifer (9) to record the properties of putative taxa of procaryotes which would have indefinite rank. This category should be used for describing procaryotic entities for which more than a mere sequence is available but for which characteristics required for description according to the Bacteriological Code (5) are lacking. The category Candidatus, which is not a rank but a status, is not formally recognized in the Bacteriological Code (5 Abbreviations and addresses of some collections from which type strains are available are included at the end of the list.
The omission of some diacritical signs was dictated by the limitations of the computer.
As says Le Gros, cited by Buchanan (l), "Dans ce genre de travail il est presque impossible de ne pas faire d'erreurs.. ."
Also, I would appreciate factual information concerning any errors or corrections for this list.
